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Grand Valley helps 
high school students 
build electric cars 
Students from high schools in Ludington, 
Coopersville, Byron Center and Kalamazoo 
learned to build electric cars during a 
visit to the Keller Engineering Labs. 
The workshop is offered annually to teach 
students how to build the electric cars 
they will race in the National Electric Cart 
Association races in the spring at Berlin 
Raceway in Marne. The event was sponsored 
by Grand Valley’s School of Engineering.
The theme of the workshop was battery 
chemistry. “How a battery works is generally 
considered a mystery,” said Tom Yackish, 
professor emeritus of engineering and 
co-organizer of the event. “Battery chemistry is 
a hot topic right now, and the electric cars that 
students are building are battery operated,  
so it’s important for them to understand  
the chemistry.” 
Students also received instruction from guest  
speaker Herb Fynewever, associate 
professor of chemistry at Calvin College. 
Campus survey will be 
administered in February
Grand Valley’s campus community will 
be invited to take an anonymous survey 
in February and give their answers to 
questions about what it’s like to learn, 
live and work at the university.
The myGVSU Survey is the fourth campus 
climate study since 1994. Internally driven, 
co-chairs of the study Neal Rogness and 
Jeanne Arnold said they would like 100 
percent participation from students, faculty 
and staff members. They also said great strides 
in Grand Valley’s inclusion efforts have been 
generated by the results of prior studies.
“People may not know that establishing  
the Women’s Center, hiring more international 
Photo by Amanda Pitts
High school students and instructors work with 
electric batteries at Keller Engineering Labs during a 
workshop sponsored by the School of Engineering.
Across Campus
Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans with 
traumatic brain injuries can receive 
free, comprehensive rehabilitation in 
Grand Rapids through a program funded 
by the Department of Defense.
Officials from Grand Valley State University 
and Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 
discussed details of the Wounded Warriors 
Traumatic Brain Injury Project (WWTBIP) 
at a news conference November 9 at the 
hospital. They were joined by U.S. Rep. Vern 
Ehlers, who was key to securing the $1.279 
million grant from the U.S. Department 
of Defense that will fund the project.
Ehlers, who will retire after serving 
Michigan for 17 years in Washington, said 
he was pleased that he could get funding 
for the project. “It’s really the least we 
can do for our soldiers,” he said.
The WWTBIP offers opportunities for 
standard physical and psychological care, 
and community support to veterans who 
sustained traumatic brain injuries while they 
were deployed in either Afghanistan or Iraq. 
Jean Nagelkerk, principal investigator and vice 
provost for health at Grand 
Valley, said the idea behind 
this project came from area 
families with loved ones who 
received a traumatic brain 
injury. “We are so excited 
to be able to provide care 
and rehabilitation services 
to wounded warriors and 
help reintegrate them into 
society to lead productive 
lives,” Nagelkerk said.
Grand Valley faculty 
members from the Kirkhof 
College of Nursing and 
College of Health Professions 
will help develop the 
educational program to 
enhance the knowledge 
base of Mary Free Bed 
staff members who will 
be directly involved with the veterans. 
President Thomas J. Haas said announcing 
the program so close to Veterans Day was 
appropriate; he also called the men and women 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan “the next 
greatest generation.” Those serving the United 
States include Haas’ two sons and daughter.
The program is open for enrollment. For 
more information about the WWTBIP, 
call (888) 736-0208 or visit www.
maryfreebed.com/woundedwarriors .
Grand Valley, Mary Free Bed team for veterans
Photo by Amanda Pitts
U.S. Rep. Vern Ehlers speaks during a news conference announcing the 
Wounded Warrior program at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital. Seated 
at left is Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for health. 
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Sherry Johnson  
Assistant Professor of English
The Grand Valley community has led Sherry 
Johnson to fall in love with African American 
literature all over again. 
Johnson, a native of Toronto, Canada, joined 
the English Department in August. She teaches 
early African American and ethnic minority 
literature. 
Before entering the field of higher education, 
Johnson explored other education avenues. She 
served as a liaison officer for York University, 
traveling throughout Canadian provinces to 
high school college fairs. She also spent two 
years teaching seventh and eighth grade English 
and said that experience impacts how she 
teaches today.
“I really believe some of the best professors 
have practice teaching,” said Johnson. “It 
showed me how teaching is more than impart-
ing knowledge, but truly getting students to 
understand and think.”
She received her undergraduate degree from 
York University in English and education. 
Johnson also met one of her academic men-
tors, Leslie Sanders, there. Sanders’ unyield-
ing encouragement led Johnson to continue 
studying African American literature at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she 
earned a master’s degree and doctoral degree. 
Johnson said 
she loves the 
interdisciplin-
ary complex-
ity of African 
American lit-
erature, with its 
deep historical, 
cultural, social 
and political 
dimensions. 
She also enjoys 
learning about 
her heritage.
“The main-
stream media 
makes African 
American culture look one dimensional,” said 
Johnson. “I love how literature makes it multi-
dimensional, and is a reflection of the diversity 
of Black life — good and bad, sour and sweet.”
After visiting Grand Valley, Johnson said she 
was impressed with the campus community. 
“Grand Valley is an institution that I could only 
envision infinite possibilities of growth and 
change,” said Johnson. “Of all the universities 
I looked at, I knew Grand Valley was where I 
could be used the most.”
In her spare time, Johnson enjoys eating global 
cuisine, hanging out with friends, exercising 
and attending film festivals. 
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
GVFaces
faculty, adding the Children’s Enrichment 
Center and many more successes 
have resulted from past studies,” said 
Rogness, professor of statistics.
The survey will be administered online 
from February 1-14. Sue Rankin, senior research associate at the 
Center for the Study of Higher Education at Penn State University, 
was hired as a consultant to help guide the survey’s formation and to 
tabulate results. Rankin is a noted expert on campus climate studies. 
Arnold, vice president for Inclusion and Equity, said results of the 
survey will be reported to the campus community next spring. “We 
want everyone to know that this is a very transparent study,” she said.
For more information about the survey, visit www.gvsu.edu/mygvsu .
Student named DADD ambassador
Grand Valley student Nicole 
Summers was chosen as one 
of 35 students from the U.S. 
and Canada for a German 
ambassador program.
Summers is a senior, majoring 
in German and psychology. 
She is the first ambassador 
from Grand Valley, and West 
Michigan, to be named a DAAD 
young ambassador through 
the Deutscher Akademischer 
Austausch Dienst, also known as the German Academic Exchange Service. 
DAAD, an independent organization of higher education institutions 
in Germany, provides students with information and opportunities for 
international research and study. Each university can nominate one 
undergraduate student who then submits an essay for consideration. The 
DAAD board then chooses 35 students to participate in the program.
Summers was president of the Grand Valley German Club for two 
years, and studied abroad in Munich, Germany, from March to July. 
She participated in a German government-funded psychological 
research project that provided statistical evidence to support changes 
in German legislation to allow fathers more custody rights.
As a DAAD ambassador, Summers traveled to New York for a three-day 
seminar in August. She and fellow ambassadors received training on  
creating scholarship and study abroad options for students at their own  
universities. 
As an ambassador at Grand Valley, Summers’ work includes creating  
awareness for study abroad programs and fairs, promoting the German  
Club, hosting international film nights and other international events  
on campus.
Take the 50-hour service challenge
A campuswide service challenge helps celebrate both volunteer work  
and Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary.
The President’s 50-Hour Service Challenge, endorsed by President  
Thomas J. Haas, invites participants to complete 50 hours of service  
to the community. The challenge runs through April 1. All participants  
who successfully complete 50 hours of service will receive an  
invitation to a recognition ceremony.
Log volunteer hours online at www.gvsu.edu/service/volunteer .  
For more information about the challenge, contact the Community  
Service Learning Center at x12468.
Expanded MLK celebration 
features two keynote speakers
Grand Valley’s commemoration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day will extend  
beyond the traditional January holiday to include a week of activities and  
programs.
continued from page 1
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Free blood pressure 
screenings available
Campus Recreation will host blood pressure  
screening clinics for faculty and staff  
members this week.
The free screenings will be offered Monday and 
Tuesday, November 15 and 16, from noon-6 p.m. 
at the Fitness and Wellness Center, lower level 
of the Recreation Center. No appointment  
is necessary. 
For more information call x13659 or visit  
www.gvsu.edu/rec . 
Arts at Noon celebrates 
American Indians
O’de Land, a local American Indian group of  
male vocalists and drummers, will perform  
during an Arts at Noon event on Wednesday,  
November 17.
Following the noon concert in the Cook-
DeWitt Center, the movie “Black Ash 
Basketry: A Story of Cultural Resilience” 
will be shown. American Indian artist and 
vendors will be on hand with jewelry, basketry 
and art for sale, and the Kutche Center for 
Local History will provide refreshments. 
For more information, contact Dee Ann  
Sherwood Bosworth at x15043 or  
sherwood@gvsu.edu .
Information sessions set 
for fellowship applicants
Grand Valley will sign a memo of 
understanding on Monday, November 15, with 
three West Michigan public school districts 
as part of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching 
Fellowship Program. The schools are Grand 
Rapids Public Schools, Godfrey-Lee Public 
Schools and Muskegon Public Schools.
Two information sessions are scheduled for  
those interested in applying for a fellowship.  
The sessions will be held Wednesday, 
November 17, at 5:30 p.m. in Kennedy Hall,  
room 122; and 7 p.m. in Mackinac Hall, room  
D-1-117. 
The Fellowship Program is aimed at 
increasing the number of science and 
mathematics teachers. It is open to graduating 
college seniors, recent graduates and mid-
career or second-career professionals 
with degrees in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) who 
are interested in teaching in Michigan’s 
high-need, urban secondary schools.
Fellowship applicants selected by the Wilson 
Foundation and Grand Valley will each receive 
a $30,000 fellowship in exchange for a three-
year teaching commitment. Twenty fellows 
will be selected for admission to each of the 
2011 and 2012 cohorts. For more information, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/teachingfellowship .
Diversity Brownbag 
session will look 
at stereotypes
Staff members from the Office of Multicultural  
Affairs will host a Diversity Brownbag session 
on Thursday, November 18, that will focus on  
stereotypes.
“Ouch! That Stereotype Hurts” will begin at  
noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 1240. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their  
lunches. Clips from the film of the same title  
will be shown and discussion will explore the 
impact of biases and stereotypes and offer 
techniques for speaking up against bias  
without guilt.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/oma  
or call x12177.
Seminar focuses on 
bullying prevention
An expert on the effects of bullying and 
harassment will give a presentation at the 
Meijer Campus in Holland on what parents  
and educators can do to promote safer learning 
environments in schools.
Jennifer L. Martin, from Oakland University,  
will present “Protecting All Students From 
Harassment” on Friday, November 19,  
beginning at noon.
In addition to offering tips, Martin will discuss 
the legal responsibilities of schools and the 
legal rights of parents and student. The 
workshop, which is free and open to the  
public, is sponsored by the Women’s Center. 
For more information, call the Women’s  
Center at x12748.
CLAS sponsors 
Teaching Showcase
Fourteen faculty members from the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences will present 
their classroom techniques during a Teaching 
Showcase set for Monday, November 22.
The showcase will run from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. The event 
will be presented in small group settings to  
encourage discussion. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/clas and click on “Teaching 
Showcase” to see a list of presenters and to 
sign up for a session. Lunch will be provided.
Holiday weight 
management 
program planned
Health and Wellness is hosting a weight 
management program aimed at keeping faculty 
and staff members fit through the holidays.
“Hold it for the Holidays” is a six-week 
challenge open to all faculty and staff members  
and based on keeping healthy habits and 
maintaining weight. Participants will track 
weight and healthy habits online after 
registering. A $20 deposit is required, which 
will be returned to those who stayed within  
2 pounds of their original weight at the end  
of the challenge.
Registration is open at www.gvsu.edu/seminar ; 
visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness for more  
information.
What’s Ahead
With the theme “Shake the World,” events 
will be held January 15-22, beginning 
with a Day of Service coordinated by the 
Community Service Learning Center.
King’s birthday, January 17, will begin with 
celebration breakfasts for students, faculty 
and staff members in the Kirkhof Center 
and DeVos Center. Speakers will give brief 
reflections on King’s life and vision. 
At noon, a silent march will be led by Judy 
Richardson, filmmaker and a founding member 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee. Richardson’s latest documentary, 
“Scarred Justice,” will be shown and 
discussed following the march. The film 
focuses on the 1968 massacre of black college 
students in Orangeburg, South Carolina.
Another program is scheduled for January 19 at 
5 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center. Michael  
Eric Dyson, professor of sociology at 
Georgetown University will give a presentation. 
Dyson is a well-known radio show host and  
commentator who combines cultural criticism  
and biography to lecture on contemporary 
issues in today’s society.
Additional events will be added; visit www.
gvsu.edu/mlk for updated information.
Across Campus
continued from page 2 Subscribe 
to alerts
Keep up with campus news by subscribing 
to GVNow, Grand Valley’s daily news web-
site produced by News and Information 
Services.
Each day new stories are added to GVNow, 
subscribers will receive an e-mail with 
news headlines and links. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/gvnow and click on “News Alerts” at 
the bottom of the page to subscribe.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Nov. 15
Noon: MAREC Lunch Lecture Series: 
“Haworth’s Zero Landfill Waste 
Programs,” by Bill Gurn. MAREC, 
Muskegon. To RSVP, call x16900. 
Tues., Nov. 16
9 a.m.: Women’s Center Workshop: “Men, 
Masculinity and Media,” with Jackson 
Katz. GRR, KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
women_cen to register. 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.: KCON Flu Clinic. 2204 KC. 
Call (616) 988-8774 for information.
Noon: FTLC Workshop: Conducting 
Productive Meetings. 2259 KC. Call x13498 
for information.
Noon: Work Life Connections hosts Divorce 
Discussion Group. 0042 KC. Call x12215 
for information.
4:30 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Is This the Right 
Technology for my Class? University Club 
Room, DEV. Call x13498 for information.
Wed., Nov. 17
11:30 a.m.: Johnson Center Brown Bag Lunch 
and Learn Series: “Managing Service 
Delivery Contracts with Government” by 
Ramya Ramanath. 230 Bicycle Factory. 
Call x17593 for information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series: American Indian 
Heritage Month Celebration, O’de Land. 
CDC. Call x13535 for information. 
Noon-1 p.m.: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for 
information. 
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Conducting 
Productive Meetings. 302E, DEV. Call 
x13498 for information.
3:30 p.m.: Psychology Research Colloquium: 
“Animal Shelter Dogs,” by Jamie DeLeeuw. 
Call x12989 for information. 
4-7 p.m.: KCON Flu Clinic. GVSU Family 
Health Center, 72 Sheldon St. SE. Call 
(616) 988-8774 for information.
4:30 p.m.: Graduate Studies PACES 
Workshop: Conflict Resolution Skills. 
303C, DEV. Call x16858 for information.
7 p.m.: Healing Children of Conflict Film 
Series. “Inside Shock and Awe,” by 
National Geographic. 132 LHH. Call 
x13581 for information. 
Thurs., Nov. 18
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
9 a.m.-6 p.m.: Alumni Relations hosts 
GradFest. DEV. Call x13590 for informa-
tion.
Noon: Office of Multicultural Affairs 
Diversity Brownbag Series: “Ouch! That 
Stereotype Hurts.” 1240 KC. Call x12177 
for information.
Noon: Work Life Connections hosts 
Alzheimer’s Discussion Group. 2264 KC. 
Call x12215 for information.
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1104 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/w_commission 
for information. 
7:30 p.m.: School of Communications hosts 
“Founding: A GVSU 50th Anniversary 
Collaborative Play.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 
for tickets. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series: Jonathan Nichol, 
saxophone. CDC. Call x13484 for informa-
tion.
Fri., Nov. 19
Noon: Women’s Center Workshop: 
“Protecting All Students From 
Harassment,” by Jennifer Martin. HOL. 
Call x12748 for information.
3 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium. “Recent Work 
in Experimental Epistemology,” by James 
Beebe. BLL-110 MAK. Call x12114 for 
information.  
7:30 p.m.: School of Communications hosts 
“Founding: A GVSU 50th Anniversary 
Collaborative Play.” LAT, PAC. 
Sat., Nov. 20
7:30 p.m.: School of Communications hosts 
“Founding: A GVSU 50th Anniversary 
Collaborative Play.” LAT, PAC.  
Sun., Nov. 21
8 p.m.: Bandorama: Laker Marching Band. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for information.
Sports
Tues., Nov. 16
7 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Spring Arbor 
University.
Sat., Nov. 20
1 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts St. Joseph’s 
College.
In the News
John Harper Philbin, associate professor of 
communications, was interviewed by WGVU 
Radio for a story about the Michigan Film 
Festival.
Sketches
Erin Busscher, academic advisor for nursing, 
and Women’s Center staff members Jo Ann 
Wassenaar, Darrhonda Scott-Jones and 
Theresa Rowland gave a presentation, 
“Utilizing All Of Our Human Capital: The 
Critical Role of Support Staff in Student 
Development,” at the 2010 Michigan College 
Personnel Association Conference.
Corinna McLeod, associate professor of 
English, gave a presentation, “Teaching 
Nature Writing: Literary Landscapes, Borders 
and Marginal Texts,” at the Rocky Mountain 
Modern Language Association Conference in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Lori Houghton-Rahrig, affiliate nursing faculty 
member, received a grant from the National 
Institute of Nursing Research for a project, 
“Symptoms, Genetics and Health-Related 
Quality of Life in Persons with Nonalcoholic 
Fatty Liver Disease.” 
Fabio Espitia, affiliate professor of Modern 
Languages and Literatures, participated in a 
focus group, “Experience Spanish,” at a confer-
ence sponsored by McGraw-Hill in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
John Kilbourne, professor of movement sci-
ence, gave a presentation, “The Importance 
of Play, Exercise and Activity Permissible 
Classrooms in Teaching & Learning,” at a con-
ference for area Catholic schools teachers. 
Cray Mulder, assistant professor of social 
work, wrote an article, “Service Utilization 
Patterns Among Adolescent Mothers Residing 
in Three-Generational Households,” published 
in the Journal of Social Service Research.
The School of Public, Nonprofit and Health 
Administration received a $5,400 grant from 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services for the continuation of the Geriatric 
Education Center of Michigan.
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate profes-
sor of geography, received a $30,000 grant 
from the National Center for Science and 
Civic Engagement for continued work of the 
GLISTEN Collaborative Cluster Program.
